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| HE Effeds, Succeſs and Conſequents of the moſt 
ſolemn AQts of Religion are fomewhat like. to * 
thoſe of the Water of Jealouſie, which to thoſe- 

- that. were Pure produced a_ Bleſſing, Health and 
Conception; but ta thoſe who-were defiled, a Curſe and: 
Corruption : So- theſe if duely uſed. never ly a Rlefliog,,. 
but. if profaned by Irreverence or NegleQ, undue Per. 
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formance, have a ſuitable Succeſs, miſs of the Bleſſing ex - 
peed, and beſides, ( it may be) meet with ſome Tempo- 
ral Judgment ; For this Cauſe, ſaith S. Paul, many are weak 
and ſickly among you, and many ſleep : And this he ſpeaks of 
fict as Thall be ſaved hereafter, as appears by what fol- 
lows; For if we would juds our ſelves we ſhould not be 


Judged, but when we are judged, we are chaſtened of the Lord, 


that we ſhould not be condemned with the World : By which it 
appears, That thoſe who ſhall not be condemned with the 
World, are, .if occaſion be, and for that very End, that they 
may not be condemned with the World, often-chaftened of 
the Lord, with the ſevereſt of Temporal Judgments, even 
Deith'it ſe'f; and That this may be prevented by judging 
our ſelves. | 
Among thoſe ſolemn AQts of Religion, by the Well or 1I! 
management whereof we may procure to our ſelves a Bleſſing 
or a Curſe, As of Repentance and Humiliation are to be 
reckoned. And fince-the King and Queen have appointed a 
General and Publick Faſt and Humiliation, to implore the 
Bleſſmg of Almighty God upon our Forces by Sea and Land, 
and Succeſs in the War againſt the French King, it behoves us 
to conſider well what we do, that we do not provoke a 
Curſe inſtead of procuring a Bleſſing upon our ſelves and 
our Forces by it. . And we have the more reaſon to conſider 


well what we do now, if we doconſider our. Ways ( as the - 


Prpphet Hazgai admoniſhed the Iſrealiftes in a parallel Cafe) 
ſince our laſt Solemn Day, which was for Thankſgiving, for 
a moſt admirable Mercy and Deliverance ; for it is viſible to 
all, That there is a great Alteration in the-Courſe of our Af- 


fairs ſince that time, All went before with a ſmooth and.- 


proſperous Courſe, beyond alPExpeQtation, even to « Admi- 
ration ; and hath ever ſince. gone asuntowardly-and heavily. 
I need not mention Particulars; for it is ſo manifeſt, that 
none can be inſenſible of it, who are not very ſtupid: but 
it 'does concern us. to enquire at this Time, when we are 
about to implore the Bleſſing of God upon our Forces, whe- 
ther we have' not by fome Miſcarriage forfeited - that 
. Alefſing of God, which before was withus. For if we have, 
| if 
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if we do not coufeſs the ſame, give- Glory to God, and- 


ſpeedily reform it, we may f{ooner provoke a Curſe, than ob- 
tain a Bleſſing by this days work. 


This, was fit and neceilary to be done, were our Faſt-up- 
on any other octaſion, , but being upon. ſuch. an occaſion as 
this, we have beſides a ſpecial Admonition todo it, When 
the Hoſt goeth forth againſt thine Enemies, then keep thee from 
eve?y wicked thing. If there be any thing which- hath pro- 
voked an alteration of the courſe of our Athirs for the worſe 
already, if we look not well to it, our Faſting and Praying 
will not help us. We muſt conlider the Majeſty of Al 
mighty God, before whom the greateſt of Princes are' but 
defpiceble Worms : We mult conlider the greatneſs of that 
Deliverance he ſo lately gave us ; conlider the ſpecial Obls 
gations it layed upon us : and then conſider our - ways, how 
we have an[wered the ſame. Which if we do as we ought 
we ſhall find, that though we kept a Day of publick Thank(- 
giving; yet neither Prince not Prieſt, nor People- { the 
Parliament ) have hitherto done any one aCt of Gratitude 
toward Almighty God, anſwerable to the occaſion: Its 
a very good Obſervation. Nox bene ſuceedunt res Humane, 
ubi neglighntur Diygine. Here lies the very root» of all our 


flow Proceedings. And. becauſe on ſuch eccaſions we are 


not to mince the Matter, but confeſs, and lament the Sins of 
our ſelves and our fore-tathers, and of our Kings, - our Prieſts 
and our Prophets; I will plainly relate that which all ought 
to take into ſerious Conſideration, 

The Chriſtian Religion reformed fromthe Abuſes of tle 
Roman Church, is not only. allowed, but embraced, 'and 
the Profeſſion thereof auth@aized by the Laws of this- Na+ 
tion ; ſo that any Afﬀront, Contempt, or Diſ reſpeC&t to it 
doth proportionately aftect the Scate, and in that which is 
molt Sacred, No wiſe man would unneceſlarily do that 
which might be. interpreted a dil-reſpeCt to the State an4 
Government of his Country, nor would any wile Srate, 
though Heathen, endure to be atfronted, much le[s-1a, things 
ſo ſacred as Religion. Yet to that degree of folly and macs 
neſs, are many of the very Gentry and Nobttity of-this Nati- 
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on degenerated, that they not only patiently ſuffer the Reli- 
gion of the State to be contemaned, violated, and prophaned 
by the baſeſt of the People, but are themſelves, inſtead of 
being examples of Virtue, the evil Examples of all Wicked- 
nels, Vice, and Debauchery. | 

The ſpeedy Reformation of this, was certainly the pro- 
per bulineſs, and great duty 'of this State; 'the neglect of 
it (I doubt not )' a great cauſe and provocation'of the judp- 
ments and unhappineſs of the late King, and of our {low 
and unproſperous Proceedings, and if it be longer coptinu- 
ed, and after a ſolemn day of Faſting and Prayer, will pro- 
voke ſome ſmarter Chaſtiſement. This was a duty, to which 
our late Deliverance by ſo extraordinary a Providence,did lead 
us and oblige us; and this had been a reaſonable att of Gra- 
titude,But it muſt be confeſſed that it hath not only been neg- 
letted, but with ſome aggravating Circumſtances. 

Upon Chriſtma/s Day.was ſent to the Prince a_Specimer 
of a Declaration againſt Debauchery in the Armies, whic 
had been peruled and approved by ſeveral Perſons of good 
Ability, both Divines, Lawyers, and Perſons of Quality. 

It was incloſed in aLetter, tothis Effet: Somerhing of this na- 
ture to be Publiſhed by your Highneſs,is exceeding neceſſary, would 
be but a reaſonable att of gratitude toGod,who hath bleſſed you with 
ſo extraordinary Succeſs, would be very grateful, and much endear 
your Perſon to all good People, would,as I gueſs by experience, not 
want a good Effett, and would I hope,conduce to obtain yet greater 
Bleſſings from Almighty God upon your honourable undertakings 
And; becauſe the Prince ' was then full of Buſineſs, about 
a Week after notice thereof was given 'to Dr. Burnet, pre- 
ſuming he would put forward «{uch Works, and not ſuffer 
them to be negletted by multiplicity of Buſineſs, or world- 


ly Policy. Some time after it was publiſhed in Prjat, both 
alone, and with other Pa der the Title of 


ro ſecular Ends, were many things ſaid very plainly, and ve- 


ry truly againſt Debauchery. All was dedicated to the 
King, with a bricf. Narrative of the cauſes of the —_ 
"ob he nels 
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neſs of thoſe Kings,and the Daoger of tiis involving himſElf in 


their Fate, and participation in their Judgments, and_pre- 
ſented to his own Hand, March 1$. And ſome rims = 
preſented to ſeveral of the Lords, and many of the Com- 

But to this day hath not any thing been done to this pur- 
poſe, or ſo much as mentioned by King, Biſhop, Lord, or 
any -one of the Commons ; nor are we yet awakened to 
any ſence of the Importance of this Matter, though we lee 
ſome things, little leſs than predited in thoſe Papers, al- 
ready cone to pals, as particularly the impeding and croſſing 
ourPreparations for Ire/an4,and encouraging the Iriſh.pag, 15. 
of the Caveat. And I wiſh we ſee not more come to pals, as 
we certainly ſhall if we goon in this manner. Can wethink 
that our verbal Thankſgiving can find acceptance with the 
Wiſe and Righteous God, without aQts of Gratitude, when 
there is occaſion ? It would not with a mortal Man, but 
rather provoke Indignation. Nor can we reaſonably expect 
our Faſting and Prayers ſhould ever find favour with him 
without an aCtual and ſpeedy Reformation ; but rather ag- 
gravate the faulr, and provoke ſome great Croſs and Dil- 
appointment. 


Sometimes God is pleaſed in the Government of the World, 
as it were to withdraw himſelf, and wink at the courles of 
Men, and ſet them go on without check or. contrgul ; .at - 
other times to appear in_extraordinary Diſpenſations of 
his Providence : 37 this he is. now doing not only in thele 
ations, but in 7 great part of the Wald. Ae hathia an 
admirable manner executed his Judgments againſt the late 
King, who had filled up the Tniquity of his Fathers by agt 
only courting, but efpouſing the Babyloniſh Harlot, and 
when we might have expeQted ſome ſevere Judgment, gaye 
us a great Deliverance. 40. cx> 
traordinary Succe 
led. him to_ a Temptatiar 
uch.an Army © had ( | 
1 depend: ce NDON Thy "IC idence to >NCO ate a Part 
of Vicious and 'debauched Nobility and Gentry ; Ds 
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had be done all had certainly ſtooped'to him he had kept up 
his Authority; which with a Mixzure of Kindneſs, Conhi- 


dence and (uch like NT EE onld by the Bleſſing of 
God,have made that Armyas debauched asit was,entirelyar 
his Service; and might have made things go more ſmoothly in 
the Parliament than they have done, without any Politick 
Compliance with any FaQtion whatſoever. That he did net 
do it, it it was through Forgerfulneſs, the Fault lies at ' the 
or's Door ; but if it was upon Politick Conſiderations, 
hath ſtumbled at the very ſame Stone at which King 
James the Firſt. did;and unleſs be ſpedily extricate himſelf, will 
be involved in the Fate of that Family. And for the Biſhops, 
Lords and Commons, the Repreſentatives of the Nation, 
who: have been fo buſie in Kulling for Places and, Prefer. 
ments, or carrying on the Intereſt of ſome Faction or Party , 
if they neglc& to correſpond with the preſent Courſe' of 
God*s Providence in Reformation of the Nation by the Gentle 
Means of Good Laws and Vigorous Execution by the Civil 
Sword, God will certainly do it by his rougher Ways, 


of the Sword of War, and caſt ont- Tuch unpeofitable 


e and 
he throws it 
athe Fir: eem 
tobe hidden from our Eyes, as if we were poſleſſed with a 
Spirit of Slumber w_ 14 0 ws peraere wult Jones 
dementat privs. If this Solemoity produce no better 'EteQs 


in our State; i 21ns only that Private ook to them- 
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Tam amazed to conſider the Supine Negligence and Inſeri- 
ſibility of our State in this ReſpeCt ;-/'and the more, when 1- 
conſider, that there are ſome among them, who make Pro. 
fefſion of Religion, and whoſe ſincerity therein I cannot 
queſtion. Poſſibly ſome may be of ſome other Church or 
Party, and look upon all the'reft, as ſuch as are withour, 


- and therefore are not concerned for them ; but this, if it be ſo, 


is a Miſtake, for they and their Parties, being Members of 
the ſame Commonwealth, may deſervedly be invc!ved inthe 
Puniſhment of thoſe Crimes, which they negleCt to reform 
in other Members thereof. | 

But_for thole of t rch of Exglend, how they can 


magaihe this t0 : bs World, and at the 
ſame time, with Patience fee it every Un: 
cleap Bird, I cannot underſtand ; for certainit is, That none 
of the Debauc ees do profeſs themſelves to be of any other 


_ — 


nived at. 

But I cannot mention this NegleCt of the Church of Exg- 
land, ir not w——IOY own Members, without calling to 
mind another Negleft, by no means to be paſſed over in Si- 
lence, upon. this Occaſion, becauſe the Miſchiefs thereof do 
ſcem very likely to fall heavy upon us: And that is of Reclaim- 
ing, Civilizing and Converting the poor Triſb, who ſcem to 
have been committed toour Care by the Providence of God : 
For we have for a whole Age at leaſt wanted neither Men nor 
Means, nor any thing elſe but good Hearts fenfible of our 
Duty ,for that Servicet. . The Soulsof that Pcople and of their 
Anceitors, may cry to Heaven for Vengeance for that Neg- 
let. And we may reaſonably fear that God in Judgment, 
may make uſe of that neglefted and deſpiſed People for a 
juſt Scourge and Puniſhment for it, The Wir of Man in his 
Proſperity may find out Fine Plauſible Exccuſes ; bur it is 
time now to conſider, How far ſuch Excuſes are like to paſs 
with Almighty God : And certainly it will be more ſuitable 
to this Occaſion, to hy thern all aſide; take the Matter 
into ſerious Conſideration, and make that one of the Motives 
of our Humiliation. Belides, 
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Belides tlie groſs Immortalities of the Nativg, there are 
many other matters, which 'deſerve conſideration: And a- 
mong the reſt, that Root of all Evil, Covereonſneſs, and. in- 
ſatiable Greedineſs after the things of the World... This, as 
it deadens the AﬀeQtions, and averts the Soul from God,fo. it 
{» narrows and contracts it that it cannot. freely exert: its Pow. 
ers for the Publick Good, but is ready upon all accaſions to ſa- 
crifice that to its inſatiable Appetite ; which I mention here 
becauſe take it to be no ſmall Impediment to the courſe of our 
affairs at this time. But I ſhall ſay no more of it now. 


T am ſo well known to want no Good-Will either to the State 
or Church of England, that T think an Apology for this Plain- 
dealing needleſs. The matter it ſelf, in my us. gar ay Cars 
ries its own Apology and Juſtification with it. And he, whoſe Cauſe 
and Service I have undertaken, is « better Advocate, than. ei- 
ther I my ſelf, or any Man elſe can be for me. 
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Deb uchgry, to their Diſſolytion and 
DeſtruQtion, hath beca obſerved by Philoſophers and Wike 
Mea in all Ages : And that they; have both a Natural Ten- 
dancy thereunto, and are moreover often dirttted by a: ſpe- 
cial Providence of God in concurrence . with other cauſes to 
thoſe Ends, I have both by domeſtia'Exa and Realons, 
as far as I thought neceſſary in ſo plain a Caſe, ſbewed in the 
Caueat, before mentioned. .. In; which taking notice of the 
great Degeneracy and. Corruptipn of the, Manners of thisNa- 
tion, I alſo ſhewed that. qur late Extraordinary,though unde- 
ſerved, Deliverance did in a more ſpecial manner obligeus to a 
ſpeedy & var 2 reg thereof: And that we couldnot 
expect but that the Neglett thereofunder ſuch ſpecial Obli- 
gations would be attended with ſome obſervable Dulappoint- 
meats or ObſtruQions in our Councils and the Courſe of our 
Afﬀairs, as we have ſeen it hicherto fall out; To this our 
Solemn Thankſziving added a further ſpecial Obligation; and 
the not doing it thereupon doth beyond all queſtion aggravate 
the Fault of our Negle&, whereupon I preſumed torepreſent 
the Caſe brjefly in a particular Dedication of thoſe: Papers to 
the King. And when we had another Solemn day appoiated 
for Faſting and Praying for God's Rs upon our Forces in 
the Warr agaioft the French King, which certainly adds ano- 
ther Obligation, it was but a realagable. Proſecution of the 
{ame honeſt Delign to note briefly the Neceſſity of making a 
Publick Reformation a, Concomitant of ſuch a Publick Humi. 
lation. | Toall this I will now add theſe few Conſiderations: 
|; Theygwh fone any real Love to theis Coantry,bs theis Rebigt- 
-08 what it, will, if they wall pogyt themſelves but [RS;HHEP. 
We | q | 0, 
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of _ nd Pang Reformrim certainly to endeayour the promoti- 
on of ſuch a by the ptamoting of ſome 
good and via dar Fae &, Even u St 
Coaliderations,. as a-thi a natural Efthcacy to 
make x # 5 ar fy 16.1 Sie fr Peace or Warr, 46 
for the Common Benefit, and Advantage of. the whole Sacie- 
ty: And for an Experiment of the'truth of this we need nog go 
| able re my urn cimes. Ir will be ſuffieiegc 
bur to reffe& back; and confider well the different Morals of 
the two Parties in our late Eivit Warrs, and their different 
CN init have indeed any thing of :rve Loyaley in th 
 And'ift e In ry thing of zrve Loyalty in them 
Fwhereof of (rae inadefo ighProfeſon)rhis they ought 
to demonſtrate both by abſtaining themlelves ,from contem- 
-ning and aftrogging the Laws and Goverment of their Coun- 
try-in things {0'facred with all well conſtituted States, as the 
Religion” Publickly profeſſed” by them ; and by areal and 
ative concern,as they have occaſion,that all others be,effet- 
ually reſtrained. If they have no juſt concern it is certain 
their Loyalty is bur a Superficial thing; a meer pretence for 
ſome deſign or advantage to themſelyes : Nor ever did or 
ever will ſuch Men prove fteddy tg any Goverment, but baſe- 
ly betray all, and ſacrifice them to their * own Intereſt ; and 
therefore are by no means to be truſted by any wiſe Govern- 
ours, notwithſtanding any Parts or Abilities, for which they 
ought the more to be ſuſpected. 

And for thoſe who are Mer of Religion, and more particu- 
larly thoſe of the Church of England,beſides the Obligations 
and Conſiderations before mentioned, the Common Prayers of 
the Church which are daily uſed, and in each Houſe of Par- 
liament, as they do afford to them who are there preſent a 
daily Admonition of rheir Duty, ſo are they ia my apprehen- 
fion a ſpecial and great obligation upon them to xt. For to 
pray that God will be pleaſed zo diret? and proſper all theirCon- 
ſultations to the Advancement of his Glory, &c. and never {0 
much as enterinto anyConſultatiqn for the efeQual reftrain 
ing-the AbomiuebleProfanation of his mottholyNameby all 
ſorts of people throuphout' the whole Nation,and moſt impu- 
dent and preſumptuous violation.of his Laws; to pray ther 
all 
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inthe 


pw” Judgm 
us; And the/ltke 
onall Prayers and Confeſſions 
Solemnitrtes. | 
And for thoſe, who perhaps may think better of fome ſe- 
parate Churches,certainly they would take it amiſs if we ſhould 
queſtion whether they do conſtantly Pray for God'sDireCtion 
and Blefſing upon this Parliament,or-lefs then is expreſſed in 
the Common Prayers: And if they come ni behind in their 
Prayers, and yet are as backward in their Conſultations a 
Endeavoury, I fee not how they are one jot more as 
but muſt necceffarily fall into the ſame Condemnation, ifnot 
greater forhaving deſerted the Church and yet be no better. 
And theſe few Queſtions I would propoſe to them all, who. 
pretend to be Chriſtians: Whether they can hope for any good 
{uceeſs in this Undertaking without God's Bleſſing unleſs it be - 
ſuch as God ſometimes gives to wicked men; whom he uſeth 
for the correQion of others? Whether there be not ſuch 
Curſed Things, and National Sins , which may provoke him. 
to withdraw his Preſence, and withhold his Bleſſings from. 
Chriſtians, as well as from others, untill they be removed ? 
Whether there be not reaſon to believe that'this Nation is Po- 
luted and defiled and entangled in ſome ſuch National Sins and- 
Curſed Things, which may obſtruct the Divine Blefling ?” 
whether their unaccountable flow,orRetrograde Courſe of our- 
Affairs (-no leſs'to'be admired than''the precedent} eaſy 
Revolution,) may not with reaſonbe reduced and imputed to 
ſome ſuch ſecret cauſe? And whether a diligent fearth into, 
that remoter 'but moſt prevalent Cauſe, and ſpeedy and et- 


feual Reformation of what is amils, be not themoit' proper 
duſinel5:to'begin with; (if we do indeed depend more upon 
God's Bleſſing, . now underſuch inviting Circumſtances, chan 
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ought to be, would ſoon produce a great tion by the 
effing Bagatr om aug hs As for ' ares: 
Mageanimity,and Courage is the part and duty of a Chriſti- 
cher of an. upright Judge or a Souldie : and if we 
will ever ſhew it, now is the time., If we baſely fear the 
loſs of a. few debauched Miniſters, - Gentlemen or Souldiers, 
we ſhall really l6fe a far greaterNumber of much better men, 
and. be enſlaved and: betrayed, as we well deſerve, by the 
Company we chooſe: whereas by a generous doing ous Du- 
ty we ſhould better. ſecure them better'd by reformation to 
our Party. | 4 


Þ jOſflibly, ..- Peruſal of this Paper, ſome. who are moſt 
attentive to the Importance of the'Matter, may over-look 
. other things, and think it very good and honelt ; bugtheſe 
muſt be Men who have ſomereliſh of ſuch things: But others, 
who are not much affected with that, will be apt the morero 
regard the Form, and cenſure it for rude and4nſfolent; and 
chat Iam well pleaſed they ſhould do, and as ſeverely as they 
will : For I know no better way to. convince them of a Fault 
of their own, than to make them judge themſelves ia the Per- 
ſon of another, For It I be rude by plain-dealing with my 
Fellow-Creatures for their Good , .who . are perhaps but a 
little above me-in fome petty, accidental, tranſitory Advan- 
tage, whatare they who arenot only more rude toward the 
State, but impious againſt their Crearor, or can behold: ſuch 
Rudeneſs and Impiety without any Cenſure, or Endeavour to 
reſtrain it ? Muſt I be cenſured for breaking the Laws of Magn, 
or but of Ciyllity, and out of a good Deſign? And. it is equal 
then that others. ſhall be permitted in impudent Contempe 
of the Religpon of the State, and impious .violation of the 
Laws of Almighty God ? Therefore thow art inexcuſable, O 
Man, whoſoever thou art that juageſt ;, for wherein thow judgpeſt 
another, thou condermneſt thy a And thinkeft thos; b Max 
that judgeſt ,— and doſt the. ſame , that thos. Jhalt "eſcape the 
Judgment of God ? Sn be os _ 
I N S 


